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The sizes of the parading crowds in various clties om May 1, 1951 were
published as follows: Shanghai, 2,430,000 persons; Peking, 800,000;
Mukden, 800,000; Tientsin, 610,000; Chungking, 600,000; Canton, 500,000;
Wuhen, 400,000; Sian, 300,000,

These figures, although probably exmggerated, mors than enything else show
the manpower the Commnist organization can mobilize in the urban sress for
mass action, in spite of the involuntary charaeter of probebly 80% of the
participants. Perhaps never before in China have thers been mass
demonstrations of such magnititude. In spite of the use of force and other
means, the KMT regime never could muster such mass strength in public
action. In almost all cases shown above, the demonstrations drew
approximately half of the total population of each ecity.

But the Communists, both low ranking cadres and higher officials, regard
the demonstrations as a true indication of the support of the people for
the new rogime and its policies, When the businessmen of Tiemtsin,
including very prominent manufacturers and merchants, staged the first
mass demonstration against America in the Korean war last January, a highly
placed party member was asked whether the business people were really
showlng their attitudes and sentiments by such a demonstration. The party
member was irrltated by such doubt of the sincerity of the participants.
He described at some length how happy and jubilant the orowds were in the
first million-man demonstration in October 1950 in Shanghai. He read real
Joy and enthusissm In the street folk dances and music in the parade,
seemingly ignorant of the compulsive character of the partiecipation by the
people. Such i1s the Communists' estimate of the moral strength of their
own cause.
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government has been lending money to prevent a collapss of his industrisl
empirs, Whatever his ati{itude may be toward the govermment's foreign
poliey, he knew what was good for him whon he was confronted with the
suggestion that a businecsmen's cemonstration be held; and that he would
have to use his extensive business conneetions and prestige to lead such

a demonstration to a success. Asked how he felt about such & denmonatration,
the vice-president of a local branch of & well-known bank who wss among the
marching crowds saeid, "We were told to go, and that is that, Just a couple
of weeks ago, I vent to a businessmen's politicsl meeting in Shenghai. One
man agked what the businessmen's policy should be if there were any change
in the international situation. A flerce looking Party man asked what he
meant by change and in what internationsl situation, The questioner paled
end sat down. What can we businessmen say about anything these days?®

Ageinct guch a background, and as a standard procedure of mass neatings and
demonstrations, a telegrem of greeting and respect was sent to MAO Teo=tung
by the Tientsin demonstration committee. MAO was surprieed at such
patriotic and enthusiastic support by the bourgeoisie, and issued a
salutery statement of encouragement to the Tientsin businessmen. Soon,
businesamen in Peking, Shanghai, Canton and other major eities followed the
lead of Tientsin and duly steged their respective demonstrations and sent
similsr telegrama to MACQ guaranteeing their full support for the government
policy in Korea, Thus, in the. mind of the party authorities, the business
class throughout the netlon has risen in support of the governmentis
foreign policy. .

But, for the yourger pecple whose plastic emction has not yet been measoned,
the mere physieal participation in a demonstration has the psychological

effect of producing sympathy for the alleged causs » en effect that deepens
with repetition,
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